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Mark Your Calendars!

THE CENTER FOR FOREST PRODUCTS MARKETING
will host a

SHORT-COURSE

on
Forest Products Marketing
April 4-6, 1993

The course will begin at 1 PM. on Monday, April 4 and
end by noon on Wednesday, April 6. It will be held at the
Marriott Inn, in Blacksburg, Virginia.

Your responses to our survey on this subject revealed over-
whelming support. As requested, the course will be aimed
primarily at new employees and salespeople, and should
be especially well suited to employees unfamiliar with the
industry. It will cover marketing as related to the wood
products industries.

The course will be taught by Center personnel and other
marketing professionals with knowledge of the wood prod-
ucts industries. Emphasis will be placed on the basics of
marketing, characterization of the industry and its mar-
kets, salesmanship and sales techniques, and strategies for
success in our competitive wood products markets.

Start planning now to send your employees! Registration
($200 for employees of Center member companies and
$300 for others) includes instruction and course materials,
refreshments, and lunch on Tuesday. Registration must
be made on or before March 15, 1993, and will be limited
to 30 persons. A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Marriott Inn, in Blacksburg, at a special rate of $62 single,
$69 double. For further course information or a registra-
tion package, please contact the Conference Registrar's Of-
fice at Virginia Tech's Division of Continuing Education,
(703) 231-5183.m

Annual Meeting

The Center’s annual membership meeting will be held on
April 19th, at the Blacksburg Marriott Inn. The meeting
will run from 8 A M. until noon. A continental breakfast
will be provided. Members are invited to a reception and
dinner on the evening of the 18th, beginning at 6:30 PM.
The Marriott is holding a block of rooms at a special rate
for participants. Please contact them early to ensure room
availability (Blacksburg Marriott, 703-552-7001).

The reception and meeting are valuable opportunities for
members to interact with the Center’s faculty and staff.
They will also provide a chance for you, as a prospective
employer, to meet with students enrolled in the Center’s
programs. We value your input, so please plan on attend-
ing! Further information will be forthcoming. ®

Market Overview
by John Muench

That bellwether of the economy, home building, has been
showing its leadership again. New home construction typi-
cally leads the economy through cyclical swings. After
bottoming in 1991 at 1.0 million units, the lowest level
since WWII, the trend in housing starts continues to rise
and, in 1993, will total about 1.27 million units. Next
year we can expect about 1.45 million units to be started,
with the rest of the economy following the housing recov-

ery.

The revival of home building is a consequence of pent-up
demand and low interest rates, which, in turn, are the re-
sult of low inflation rates and weak demand for money in

See Markets, page 2.
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